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Instructor: 
Office: 
Telephone: 
Office Hours: 
Required Text: 
English 4752: Tragedy Ancient and Modern 
Dr. David Radavich 
3785 Coleman Hall 
581,6971 (Office) or 345,9280 (Home) 
11:00-12:00 MWF and 3:00,4:00 M 
Klaus, Carl H., Miriam Gilbert, and Bradford S. Field, Jr., eds., Stages of Drama 
PURPOSE. This course will focus on an investigation into the nature of tragedy, from its 
Western beginnings in ancient Greece to the present. We will be asking a number of questions: 
What is tragic in human life? Why is tragedy performed, and why do we watch it? How has our 
understanding of tragedy changed over the centuries? What do we think of tragedy in our own 
time-how is it depicted and perceived? By asking questions such s these we will, hopefully, 
come to a fuller awareness of human suffering and redemption, especially as it is performed in the 
public arena. 
ASSIGNMENTS. You will be required to write one shorter paper of approximately 3-4 pages, a 
prospectus, and one longer, documented paper of some 8-10 pages. Short in-class responses to 
the readings will be assigned. Students will participate in reading scenes aloud (or performing) 
and will give a short oral presentation (ca. 5-10 minutes) summarizing the documented paper for 
the class. There will be a midterm and a final exam. 
GRADING. 25% of the course grade will be determined by active participation in class 
discussion, which includes in-class responses and oral presentations. The shorter paper will count 
10%, the midterm 15%, the prospectus 5%, the documented paper 20%, and the final exam 25%. 
LATE WORK. Assignments turned in late will be penalized one,third grade PER CALENDAR 
DAY late. Missed in,class work cannot be made up. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY. You are assumed to be professionals,in,training and are expected to 
attend class regularly as you would show up for work on the job. You will not be penalized for 
missing up to a week of class. Thereafter, the course grade will be lowered proportionately for 
each week missed. If you are absent more than four weeks of class, you will automatically receive 
an F in the course. 
PLAGIARISM. According to University policy, 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism , ''The appropriation 
or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, 
and representation of them as one's original work" (Random House 
Dictionary of the English Language) , has the right and the responsibility 
to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and 
including immediate assignment of a grade ofF for the course. 
CONFERENCES. I encourage you to drop by and confer with me at any mutually convenient 
time regarding assignments, problems, or ideas for papers or presentations. 
INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES. If you have a documented 
disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the 
Office of Disability Services (581,6583) as soon as possible. 
English 4 7 5 2 Assignments 
Jan. 9 - Introduction 
11 - Greek Theatre, pp. 13-17; Aristotle on Tragedy, pp. 1656-1662 
13 - Aeschylus, Introduction & Agamemnon, pp. 24-33 
Jan. 16 - M.L. King's Birthday; No Class 
18 -Agamemnon, pp. 33-45 
20 - Conclude The Oresteia 
Jan. 23 - Sophocles, Introduction & Oedipus Rex, pp. 52-62 
25 - Oedipus Rex, 62-72 
2 7 - Conclude Oedipus Trilogy 
Jan. 30 - Euripides, Introduction & The Bacchae, pp. 80-89 
Feb. 1 - The Bacchae, pp. 89-end 
3 - Friedrich Nietzsche on Greek tragedy 
Feb. 6 - Paper # 1 Due 
8 - Medieval Theater, pp. 159-164 
10 - Introduction & Everyman 
Feb. 13 - Marlowe, Introduction & Doctor Faustus, Acts 1-11 
15 - Doctor Faustus, Acts III-end 
17 - Lincoln's Birthday; No Class 
Feb. 20 - More Marlowe & Review 
22 - Midterm Exam 
24 - Introduction to Modern Drama 
Feb. 27- Buechner, Introduction & Woyzeck 
Mar. 1 - More Woyzeck 
3 - Strindberg, Introduction & Miss Julie 
Mar. 6 - More Miss Julie 
8 - Lorca, Introduction & The House of Bernarda Alba, Acts I-II 
10 - Conclusion of Bernarda Alba 
March 13-17 - Spring Break 
Mar. 20, Miller, Introduction & Death of a Salesman, Act I 
22, Death of a Salesman, Act II 
24, Miller, ''Tragedy of the Common Man," pp. 1690,92 
Mar. 2 7 , Ionesco, Introduction & The Lesson 
29, Albee, Introduction & The Zoo Story 
31 , Baraka, Introduction & Dutchman 
Apr. 3 , Prospectus Due 
5, Fugard, Introduction & "Master Harold" ... and the Boys, pp. 1251,59 
7 , End of Master Harold 
Apr. 10, Norman, Introduction & 'Night Mother 
12, More 'Night Mother 
14, Hwang, Introduction & M. Butterfly, Act I 
Apr. 17 , M. Butterfly, Acts II & III 
19, Review and Trouble,shooting 
21, PAPER #2 DUE; Oral Presentations 
Apr. 24, Oral Presentations 
26' II 
2 8 , Overview 
FINAL EXAM 
